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The EP: some figures

• 5.000.000 existing
documents

• 450 legislative and official
procedures per year

• for each procedure,
several
documents/reports are
produced and translated
in 23 languages
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Enhance the legislative chain by providing better IT tools
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Disadvantages of the documents
centric architecture

• Layout oriented
• Manual operations: more errors
• Monolithic elements, difficulty in treating

partial content separately
• Reduced collaboration/sharing
• Redundancy between draft, review and

translate activities
• Because of the complexity, drafters tends

to use unofficial templates
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Why moving from MS Word to XML

Big overhead in processing amendments:
• Amendments not created correctly via the

existing tools; complex layout
• A lot of manual work to create reports,

voting lists
• Difficult re-use of amendments and their

translations
• Manual consolidation
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Benefits of the XML based web interface

• Time to draft, verify, translate AMs is
drastically reduced

• Instant access to all language versions of
source text

• Quality is improved
• Authors can focus on the drafting activity,

forget layout issues
• AMs are stored as individual objects and

therefore available for subsequent reuse
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Benefits of the XML web interface

• Easiness of usage
• Easy comparison between versions
• Support real-time interaction between

users
• Support computer assisted consolidation
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XML for creation of content vs diffusion

XML is not applied at the end of the chain,
for diffusion

XML is used from the initial drafting of
content to drive the authors in providing
better quality text for revision
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How IT tools can facilitate drafting
of legislation?
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Static versus dynamic content
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Provide tools for drafting needs
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Reduce the number of operations
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Main features

An XML web based chain at European Parliament

In line editing

Highlight text
Add comments



Main features
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Versioning, history, track changes



The EP XML schema

• Implementing Akoma NToso 2.0
( www.akomantoso.org )

• Marking up:
–European Commission proposals
–Amendments on proposals
–European Parliament own initiative

reports
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From AT4AM to AT4AM for All
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AT4AM for All

• Provide to other Parliaments and
public organisations a set of libraries
to amend texts in XML

• Publicly available under EUPL licence
• Just go to www.at4am.org
• Interested? Write to:

at4am-os@europarl.europa.eu
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<thanks>Thank You!</thanks>

• <metadata>
• <author>Claudio Fabiani</author>
• <email>claudio.fabiani@ep.europa.eu</e

mail>
• </metadata>
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